
 
 

 

Tips and Tricks in the pages of . . .  
 

Finding Your Chicago Ancestors 
A Beginner’s Guide to Family History in the City and Cook County 

 
 

• Not-to-be-missed sources for urban genealogy. (p. 13) 
 

• Backward is good, forward is bad. (pp. 14–15) 
 

• The big fat books packed with birth dates that nobody knows about. (p. 25) 
 

• How to get your hands on unreleased U.S. censuses. (p. 23) 
 

• What happened in 1922 that changed the search for female ancestors. (p. 30) 
 

• Want to bag another ancestor? A posse is better than Marshal Dillon. (p. 34) 
 

• The two places in the Chicago area with self-serve birth certificates. (p. 36) 
 

• Go Hoosier if you can’t find your ancestor’s marriage in Cook County. (pp. 52–53) 
 

• Read this before you say, “My ancestor didn’t have an obituary.”  (pp. 202–203) 
 

• The three towns that were mini-Renos for divorce filings. (p. 63) 
 

• So you’ve got your ancestor’s divorce decree—what mistake are you making? (pp. 60, 63) 
 

• Try playing “online bingo” to find an elusive married name. (pp. 79, 81) 
 

• Did your ancestor live on Fake Street? (p. 92) 
 

• Travel back in time to “the old neighborhood.” (pp. 96–97) 
 

• Sources for firefighter forebears. (p. 116) 
 

• Unlocking hidden records of the old Chicago City Cemetery. (pp. 136–137) 
 

• If your ancestor came from Hungary and spoke Slovak, was he Hungarian or Slovak? (p. 164) 
 

• “Back-door” method for finding your ancestor in the census. (pp. 190–194) 
 

• Digital ways of finding death notices without having death dates. (p. 208) 
 

• The presidential library that lets you borrow its newspapers. (p. 211) 
 

• Where is she? Two indexes to try if your ancestor isn’t in county or state death indexes. (pp. 222–224) 
 

• You can do it! How to load film in a microfilm reader. (p. 237) 
 

• Great stuff for genealogists, open evenings and Sundays. (pp. 278–281) 
 

• Research on the cheap: The website that tells you which libraries nationwide hold which books. (p. 297) 
 

Read Grace DuMelle’s step-by-step guide for more easy-to-understand advice 
on where and how to research your family history. 

Now available in local bookstores, in online bookstores, and at www.lakeclaremont.com. 


