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Karen Hanson was a busy suburban mom when she discovered the Chess album, 
The Best of Muddy Waters, in a discount bin at the mall record store. She played it 
continuously in the stereo of her minivan for a year and a half.  
 
That’s how she got hooked on the blues. 
 
She now works as a freelance journalist in the southwest suburbs of Chicago. As a 
serious blues fan, Karen has profiled blues artists and reviewed CDs for several blues 
websites and publications. She has also hosted online blues chats and forums. She 
teaches writing and literature at DeVry University in Tinley Park. 
 
Karen currently maintains a Chicago blues blog where she discusses all things blues; 
check out what’s new by visiting http://todayschicagoblues.blogspot.com. 

 
   Karen Hanson’s Top Five Essential Chicago Blues Albums 
    1. The Best of Muddy Waters (Chess/MCA) 
    2. Hoodoo Man Blues by Junior Wells (Delmark) 
    3. West Side Soul by Magic Sam (Delmark) 
    4. Queen of the Blues by Koko Taylor (Alligator) 
    5. Moanin’ the Moonlight by Howlin’ Wolf (Chess) 
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