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Artist Andy Austin has been present at many of the most exciting and important 
trials in Chicago courtrooms over the last 40 years, drawing for the public the historic 
scenes that Rule 53 prevents cameras from documenting. She has honed the keen observa-
tional skills and humanistic eye that enliven her penetrating sketches over a lifetime of 
arts, adventure, travel, and extensive reading. Though long admired for her talent of cap-
turing the world of the courtroom in images, it is now clear that her gift extends to the 
written word as well.  
 
In 1969 Andy was hired by ABC News to cover the Chicago Conspiracy Trial and has 
worked for the local television station ever since, her prolific career the subject of this 
book.  
 
In 1994 Andy married Ted Cohen, a philosopher at the University of Chicago. They have 
traveled all over the world (Australia, New Zealand, Denmark,  Poland, England, Scotland, 
France, Spain, Canada, Italy, Turkey, Germany, and Israel), often for philosophy confer-
ences. She always draws at the lectures and, as she does, finds herself blissfully happy be-
cause she’s provided what she loves most—new faces to explore accompanied by an inter-
esting soundtrack.  
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